Association of complement allotype C4B2 with anterior uveitis.
We have studied allotypes of the fourth component of complement (C4) in 44 patients with inflammatory eye disease in order to define genetic susceptibility factors further. Twenty-six patients had uveitis (18 had anterior uveitis) and 18 patients had retinal vasculitis. There was an increased incidence of the C4B2 allotype in patients with anterior uveitis (pc less than 0.002), especially in HLA B27 positive males. In contrast, there was no increased incidence of specific allotypes in patients with posterior uveitis or retinal vasculitis. This genetic association may form part of a disease susceptibility supratype in patients with anterior uveitis.